[Venous compression syndrome: etiology, diagnosis and therapy from the radiologic viewpoint].
Venous compression is a clinical entity distinct from deep vein thrombosis although the clinical signs may be indistinguishable. Reasons for venous compression are tumors, scars, hematomas, postoperative changes and anatomic variations. The differential diagnosis between compression and thrombosis is important because therapy and prognosis differ markedly between the two patient groups. Ultrasound, computed tomography and magnetic resonance tomography are the diagnostic tools of choice because they offer not only information about the intraluminal situation but also about the extraluminal pathology.